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The 16th Bridport Literary Festival 
welcomes all those who read books 
and love literature.
This year has been one that none of us will forget. So many of 
our lives have been changed by the onslaught of the Covid 19 – 
a pandemic which no-one could have foreseen.

We trust that our audiences will need to have something both 
stimulating and entertaining to look forward to in order to set 
aside the anxieties and rigours of these last months. We hope 
that a ‘Live’ BridLit Festival in November will bring people 
together to listen and interact with our stellar list of authors 
and we have planned a programme of events to suit all tastes 
and all interests.

We have reduced our annual 7 day programme of events 
to 4 days and we have done everything to ensure that our 
audience, writers and team of voluntary supporters are 
protected from engaging with the virus.

We are overwhelmed with the support and encouragement we 
have had from all of you who enjoy reading and sharing your 
enthusiasm for BridLit. Many have been extremely generous by 
continuing to donate to our activities this year and we simply 
could not go ahead with our events without this support. 
Please accept my gratitude and appreciation. 

Keep an eye on the website in October for news of our exciting 
online kids programme, plus our new venture of short films, 
BridLit Shots, which provide a small festival taster for you all.

President:  Lord Fellowes of West Stafford
Festival Patron:  Sir Michael Holroyd CBE
Patron of the Friends:  Kate Adie CBE 
Secretary to the Friends: Deirdre Coates
Trustees:   Deirdre Coates - Chairman,  

Antony Hichens  
Kate Hobbs  
Richard King  
Venetia Ross Skinner  
Sarah Wild

Festival Director:  Tanya Bruce-Lockhart

The Team:   Tanya Harley 
Margery Hookings 
Tom Hughes 
Joanna Jacobson 
Graham Shackleton 
Annette Smallwood 
Lisa Wilcock

Box Office:  Bridport Tourist Information Centre 
The Town Hall, South Street DT6 3LF 
Tel: 01308 424 901 Reg. Charity No: 1147075

The Bridport Arts Centre

The Electric Palace

www.bridlit.com 
Follow us on facebook  
and twitter @BridLitFestival 

Map of venues
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Event 2

THE WILD SILENCE
Raynor Winn 
in conversation  
with Deirdre Coates

Following the runaway 
success after The Salt Path, 
Raynor Winn introduces 
her second book, The Wild 
Silence. Slightly more daring 
in format, Winn uses her 
own life story to explore 
themes of grief, relationships 
and illness against the 
backdrop of the natural 
environment. In it, she delves 
into childhood memories 
alongside the ongoing 
exploration of Moth’s illness, 
culminating in a walking 
expedition in Iceland. With 
her down to earth style 
which is both humorous and 
lyrical, she uncovers the 
inevitable deep connection 
we all have with nature.

Time: 2.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue:  Bridport Arts 

Centre

Event 1

BERLIN 
The story of a city

Barney White-Spunner
An Illustrated Talk

Berlin is seen by many as the 
most fascinating and exciting 
city in Europe. Barney 
White-Spunner tells the story 
of this extraordinary city 
from its medieval origins to 
the present day, describing 
it as a city on the edge - 
geographically, culturally, 
politically and morally. A 
city that has given rise to 
movements that changed 
Europe - the Reformation, 
Marxism and Fascism. This 
is a story of tension and 
contradiction, of ground 
breaking cultural experiment 
and artistic and social 
liberation. It is the compelling 
story of a unique, absorbing 
and multi-faceted city.

Time: 11.00 am
Tickets: £12
Venue:  Electric Palace

Denotes an Illustrated Talk

Wednesday
4th Nov

Event 3

SHAKESPEAREAN 
On life & Language in 
Times of Disruption

Robert McCrum 
in conversation  
with Jason Webster

In this fresh and engaging 
study of Shakespeare and 
his work, writer and former 
Observer Literary editor 
Robert McCrum takes us 
on a personal exploration 
of the world’s most famous 
poet and playwright and 
asks: what is it that makes 
his work so enduring? Why 
do we consistently return to 
him, particularly in times 
of change and difficulty? 
Drawing on scholarly 
interpretation as well as 
personal experience and 
reflection, this is a fascinating 
and very timely portrait 
of Shakespeare and his 
relationship with ourselves.

Time: 4.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue: Electric Palace

BUY TICKETS BUY TICKETS BUY TICKETS
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https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/?webEventId=BLBWS
https://www.bridport-arts.com/event/raynor-winn-bridport-literary-festival-12/
https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/?webEventId=4/11/20BLRM


Event 5 Event 6

INVISIBLE GIRL
Lisa Jewell
in conversation  
with Sally Laverack

Reluctantly, both Lisa 
Jewell and Amanda Craig 
have had to withdraw from 
this year’s BridLit.  Both 
live in London which is now 
Covid 19 Tier 2 and they 
feel at risk travelling by 
public transport.

Tickets can be exchanged 
for other events and tickets 
are still available for 
Alastair Campbell, Jonathan 
Coe, Andrew Ziminski, Dan 
Pearson, Lachlan Goudie 
and Barney White-Spunner

Time: 2.30 pm
Tickets:  £12
Venue:  Bridport Arts 

Centre

THE WHITE SHIP 
Conquest, Anarchy and the 
Wrecking of Henry 1’s Dream

Charles Spencer
in conversation  
with Sally Laverack 

On 25 November 1120, 
Henry I’s only legitimate heir, 
William, Duke of Normandy, 
together with the cream of 
Norman society, drowned 
when their ship foundered 
off Brittany. The tragedy led 
to decades of civil war of 
untold violence and rebellion, 
and the collapse of Henry 
I’s legacy of stability and 
wealth. It changed English 
history for ever. In The White 
Ship, written to mark the 
900th anniversary of the 
disaster, Charles Spencer 
evokes the brutal story of the 
Normans from the Conquest 
to Anarchy. 

Time: 4.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue:  Electric Palace

Denotes an Illustrated Talk

Event 4

Thursday
5th Nov

THE STORY OF 
SCOTTISH ART
Lachlan Goudie
an illustrated talk

From the earliest enigmatic 
symbols of Neolithic times 
to the artistic innovation 
of present day Glasgow 
Lachlan Goudie tells The 
Story of Scottish Art. With 
great energy and compelling 
storytelling Lachlan brings his 
own passion and knowledge 
as a practicing artist to give 
an often surprising account 
of how a nation sees itself. 
With an understanding of the 
joys and struggles of artists 
to fulfil their vision, he looks 
at how and why masterpieces 
were created, the changes they 
reflect and the impact they 
have had on the world. 

Time: 11.00 am
Tickets: £12
Venue:  Electric Palace

BUY TICKETS SOLD OUTCANCELLED
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https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/?webEventId=5/11/20BLLG
https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/?webEventId=5/11/20BLCS
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Event 14

LIVING BETTER
How I Learnt to Survive Depression 

Alastair Campbell 
In conversation with Susannah Simmons

Alastair Campbell, best known as Tony Blair’s chief spokesman and strategist, is also a writer 
of fiction and non-fiction and an Ambassador for several mental health charities. His new book: 
Living Better is an honest, moving and life affirming account of his lifelong struggle with 
depression. It is an autobiographical, psychological and psychiatric study which explores his 
own childhood, family and relationships.  It also examines the impact of his professional and 
political life on himself and those around him. Tony Blair says of him: ‘Alastair is living proof 
that it is possible to have depression and yet achieve so much’.

Living Better is a raw and revealing narrative and possibly the most important achievement of 
Alastair’s colourful and varied life.  It is also a book  which could save lives.

Time: 6.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue:   Electric Palace SOLDOUT
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Charge applies. OCT available at selected stores. OCT doesn’t form part of our standard or NHS-funded eye test. Ask in store for details. ©2020. 

Search Specsavers OCT to find out more
Bridport  18 East Street  Tel 01308 455 960

Introducing OCT scans, hospital-grade technology now available in store. Using light 
waves, they create a detailed 3D image of your eye that could help us detect treatable 
eye conditions up to four years earlier. It only takes a few seconds and allows us to look 
deeper into your eyes than we ever have before. 

Our most
advanced
eye exam
has landed
OCT scans available now
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Becoming a Friend  
of Bridport Literary Festival

The Friends of The Bridport Literary Festival has been formed to bring together all those who 
enjoy reading and love literature all the year round. 

The Friends Association will give vital support to the Festival organisers to attract writers of 
excellence of both fiction and non fiction and encourage them to West Dorset to talk about 
their work.

Friends of the Bridport Literary Festival will receive the following benefits:

• An advance copy of the Festival Brochure

• Priority booking of tickets

• Free Postal Booking and no booking fee

• Regular Friends events and gatherings

• An annual Friends’ Party

• A twice yearly newsletter

• An opportunity to get involved

✂
Friends’ Membership starting annually from the 1st January

Annual Individual Membership: £15
Annual Membership for couples at the same address: £25

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Email: 
As a Charity, Gift Aid is very important to us.
I confirm I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income and/or Capital Gains Tax 
in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed after on all my donations, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

 Yes, I want to Gift Aid this donation and any donation I make in the future or have 
made in the past 4 years.

Please notify us if you wish to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address,  
or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

Please make cheques payable to: The Friends of the Bridport Literary Festival

and send with this completed form to:   Deirdre Coates,  
Chideock Manor, Bridport DT6 6LF 

Registered Charity No. 1147075

Charge applies. OCT available at selected stores. OCT doesn’t form part of our standard or NHS-funded eye test. Ask in store for details. ©2020. 

Search Specsavers OCT to find out more
Bridport  18 East Street  Tel 01308 455 960

Introducing OCT scans, hospital-grade technology now available in store. Using light 
waves, they create a detailed 3D image of your eye that could help us detect treatable 
eye conditions up to four years earlier. It only takes a few seconds and allows us to look 
deeper into your eyes than we ever have before. 

Our most
advanced
eye exam
has landed
OCT scans available now
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Denotes an Illustrated Talk

NB If you would like tickets posted to you please enclose a SAE

Please note that all tickets are non refundable

WEDNESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER

Event 1 11.00am Barney White-Spunner Electric Palace £12

Event 2 2.30pm Raynor Winn Bridport Arts Centre £12

Event 3 4.30pm Robert McCrum Electric Palace £12

THURSDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 

Event 4 11.00am Lachlan Goudie   Electric Palace £12

Event 5 2.30pm Lisa Jewell Bridport Arts Centre £12

Event 6 4.30pm Charles Spencer   Electric Palace £12

Event 14 6.30pm Alastair Campbell Electric Palace £12

FRIDAY 6TH NOVEMBER

Event 7 11.00am Amanda Craig Electric Palace £12

Event 8 2.30pm Andrew Ziminski   Bridport Arts Centre £12

Event 9 4.30pm Jonathan Coe Electric Palace £12

SATURDAY 7TH NOVEMBER

Event 10 11.00am James Rebanks   Electric Palace £12

Event 11 2.30pm Dan Pearson   Electric Palace £12

Event 13 4.30pm Lord Darroch Electric Palace £12

99

The Bridport Literary Festival 2020 Booking Form
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To help keep our customers, staff and stewards covid-safe 
throughout the festival we ask:

* All tickets must be purchased in advance
* Tickets will not be available to purchase at the door of the venue
* All tickets will be sold from a socially distanced seating plan
* Face coverings must be worn at all times inside the  
   Bridport Arts Centre and the Electric Palace (unless exempt)
* Anyone not complying with social distancing guidance 
   may be asked to leave the venue they are attending

HOW TO BOOK

Tickets for all Bridport Literary Festival events are available 
from the Bridport Tourist Information Centre

by calling 01308 424901 or visiting the Box Office at the (TIC), 
The Town Hall, South Street, Bridport DT6 3L

Opening times:  
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 5.00pm Saturday 10.00am - 3.00pm

Winter Opening Times from 
2nd November are Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 3.00pm

NB Digital tickets will be sent by email

Printed tickets will be sent by post - there is a £1 charge for tickets posted

Tickets will be sent 7 days prior to the event

The option to have tickets sent by post will close 5.00 pm on  
Monday 26 October - all tickets purchased after this date will be digital tickets.

BOOK ONLINE

Tickets are also available on Venue Websites

Bridport Arts Centre: www.bridport-arts.com

Electric Palace: www.electricpalace.org.uk

NB All tickets purchased online will be sent by email

COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Bridport Arts Centre: www.bridport-arts.com/news/your-visit-covid-19-faqs

Electric Palace: www.electricpalace.org.uk/coronavirus-what-we-are-doing

Ticket Information
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https://www.bridport-arts.com/
https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/
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Event 7 Event 8 Event 9

Friday
6th Nov

THE GOLDEN RULE
Amanda Craig 

in conversation with 
Celia Brayfield

Reluctantly, both Lisa 
Jewell and Amanda Craig 
have had to withdraw from 
this year’s BridLit.  Both 
live in London which is now 
Covid 19 Tier 2 and they feel 
at risk travelling by public 
transport.

Tickets can be exchanged 
for other events and tickets 
are still available for 
Alastair Campbell, Jonathan 
Coe, Andrew Ziminski, Dan 
Pearson, Lachlan Goudie 
and Barney White-Spunner

Time: 11.00 am
Tickets: £12
Venue:  Electric Palace

THE STONEMASON
A History of Building Britain

Andrew Ziminski
an illustrated talk

For over 30 years, 
stonemason Andrew 
Ziminski has worked 
on many of the greatest 
monuments and buildings 
in Britain, from Neolithic 
monoliths to the engine 
houses, mills and aqueducts 
of the Industrial revolution. 
The Stonemason is a 
journey with a master 
craftsman whose expertise 
connects him to the past and 
the generations of craftsmen 
before him. Ziminski takes 
us across Britain by river, 
road and sea, piecing our 
island history together, 
stone by stone and from the 
inside out. 

Time: 2.30 pm
Tickets: £12 
Venue:  Bridport Arts 

Centre

MR WILDER & ME
Jonathan Coe 
in conversation with 
Susannah Simons

The latest dazzling new 
novel from prize-winning, 
best selling author, Jonathan 
Coe, is set in Greece in the 
heady summer of 1977 and 
then in Germany. Based on 
the final productive years of 
the Hollywood director, Billy 
Wilder,  this is a story of how 
to recapture youth and how 
to manage  a dark family 
history.  A naïve young 
woman, Calista, joins the film 
mogul to live an unfamiliar 
way of life.  Undoubtedly 
one of Coe’s most intriguing 
novels – a mixture of 
nostalgia and humour bound 
together against a backdrop 
of  highs and lows of the film 
industry and with just a hint 
at Me Too.

Time: 4.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue:   Electric Palace

Denotes an Illustrated Talk

BUY TICKETS BUY TICKETSCANCELLED
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https://www.bridport-arts.com/event/peter-york-bridport-literary-festival-12/
https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/
https://#


Saturday
7th Nov
Event 10 Event 11

ENGLISH PASTORAL 
An Inheritance

James Rebanks
in conversation with  
James Crowden

James Rebanks’s grandfather taught him 
to work the land the old way. Their family 
farm in the Lake District was part of an 
ancient landscape: a patchwork of crops and 
meadows, of pastures grazed with livestock, 
hedgerows teeming with wildlife. When 
James inherited the farm, it was barely 
recognisable - labourers vanished from the 
fields, stone barns had crumbled and the skies 
emptied of birds. English Pastoral tells of how 
the countryside has been brought close to 
collapse. Yet this elegy is also a song of hope 
and how a farmer can salvaged a legacy.

Time:  11.00 am
Tickets: £12
Venue:  Electric Palace

TOKACHI MILLENNIUM FOREST 
Pioneering a New Way of 
Gardening with Nature

Dan Pearson
an illustrated talk

Dan Pearson has created a remarkable 
garden which combines Japanese culture 
and long held respect for nature with 
contemporary ecological planting and 
naturalistic design. His book shares the 
insights gained into how to plant gardens that 
feel right for their location and to reconnect 
the land and wildlife that surround us. The 
Tokachi Millennium Forest brings together 
the culture, aesthetics and horticultural 
practices of the East and West combining an 
awareness of the past and protection of the 
future.

Time: 2.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue: Electric Palace

Denotes an Illustrated Talk

SOLD OUT BUY TICKETS
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https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/?webEventId=7/11/20BLJR
https://www.electricpalace.org.uk/book/?webEventId=7/11/20BLDP


Event 13

COLLATERAL DAMAGE
Britain, America and Europe 
in the age of Trump

Lord Darroch 
in conversation with Sir Oliver Letwin

Kim Darroch was British Ambassador to the US as the age of Trump dawned and Brexit 
unfolded. One of the UK’s most experienced and respected diplomats, he was given the task 
of explaining Trump to the British and Brexit to the Americans. Choosing to resign after 
confidential cables criticising the administration were leaked to the press, this is the first time 
Darroch has spoken of his time in the top job, how the leak unfolded, that Trump tweet and 
Boris Johnson’s (then Foreign Secretary) headline making reaction. The best informed insider 
and the first British official to be candid on the current situation, Darroch details the highs and 
lows of life in the swamp and the challenges of dealing with the former TV star’s White House 
and his extraordinary inter-action with key players inside the administration including Jared 
Kushner and Michael Cohen. He gives a pacey, honest account rich in anecdote and colour.

Lord Darroch flies back to England from the US on the 6th November having been an influential 
part of the Sky News team covering this year’s Presidential Election. We will know by then 
whether Trump has managed to win back the Presidency and Darroch will share his views 
which will be as ever frank and revealing.

Time: 6.30 pm
Tickets: £12
Venue:   Electric Palace SOLD OUT
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Sponsors and Donors

The Trustees and the Festival Director of the Bridport Literary Festival would like 
to thank all the Sponsors, Donors and Advertisers, including those who have given 
anonymously, for their generosity and enthusiasm in supporting this year’s Festival. 
We would also like to thank all our Stewards for their commitment and good humour.

Cover: Colmers Hill by Marion Taylor - www.dorsetpaintings.co.uk
Brochure by BRACED 

Nicholas Amor
Anthony and Vallie Barker
Jim Bartos
Peter Bicknell
Martin and Lindsay Bowdery
Catherine and Stewart Boyd
John Caines
Tess Silkstone and Harold Carter
Diana and Robert Clarke
Tim Clarke
Howard and Deirdre Coates
Duke’s auctioneers
Ruth and Robert Cary Elwes
Felicity Fairbairn 
Carol Hammick
Antony Hitchens 
Sally Inchbald and Peter Lee
Liz Jackson
Allan and Rachel James

Kitson & Trotman 
Barry Mawhinney
John and Maggie Mills
David and Annabelle Nabarro
David and Angela Neuberger
David and Sue Orr
Derek Parkes
Charles and Maggi Ouin
Francesca Radcliffe
Antony and Val Pitt-Rivers
Sue Robinson
Michael and Angela Rose
Buffy Sacher
Venetia Ross Skinner
Specsavers
Richard Strang
Adam Tindall
Sarah and Jim Wild 
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Find us in store, online and at the festival for books by guest authors.
 

Waterstones, 21-21a East Street, Bridport DT6 3JX
Twitter  @Wstonebridport

 is proud to support the 
2020 Festival
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Box Office: Bridport Tourist Centre, The Town Hall, South Street, Bridport, DT6 3LF 
 Tel: 01308 424901

www.bridlit.com
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter for latest updates
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